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SCRIPTURE: Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John inthe
Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opened
and the Spirit descending upon him like adove; and a voice camefrom heaven, " Thou art
my beloved Son; withthee | am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately drove him out
into the wilderness. And hewasin thewildernessforty days, tempted by Satan; and he
waswith the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to him. Now after John wasarrested,
Jesus came into Galilee, preachingthe gospel of God, and saying, " The timeisfulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believein the gospel.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

| haveastory totell you. And itisastory that issomewhat familiar. My guessisthat we
don't know the whole story very well. It concerns 97 versesof Genesis. That's four
chapters. Now that's a pretty long story asfar as Biblestoriesgo and it isthe story called
"The Great Hood". The principal character of the great flood, human character, wasa
guy by the name of whom? Noah, that's right. And he wastold by God to build a big
boat. Now thisboat was supposed to be aslong asafootball field. That's a pretty good
Sized boat, isn't it? And just about aswide asafootball field and severa storieshigh.
It's probably not nearly asbig asan aircraft carrier, but for that day and age it wasreally
aBIGBOAT.

Now, | want to ask you aquestion. If God told you to do something like that, how would
you react? Would youdo it? You'd jumpright toit, huh? Youd get dad's toolsand
start in the back yard. Do you know how long it took Noah? A hundred and twenty
yearsto build thisboat. That's longer than most of uslive. Helived to bearedly old
guy.

Think how harditis. And adults, think of it for yourselves. How hard isit when you get
that inner voiceto obey it? Hmmm? Especidlyif it seemstotally preposterousto you.
Build a boat that's longer than this church and wider than thischurch and taller than this
church. Huh?? That's pretty remarkable.

Now, when hefinished it, can you imaginewhat hisneighborswere saying? Why in the
world are you making a boat in western Nebraska? They made fun of him. Sometimes
when we do what's right or what our spirit saysfor usto do, other people do make fun of
us. Sometimeswhen we do the right thing everybody elsein classor our friendssay,
"Youre slly!" Orworse. But you knew that it wastheright thing to do.

So Noah getsit done and then God saysto him, “Now | want you to collect all the
animalsand bringthem into the ark. In that day there were clean animalsand unclean
animals, that is, animalsthat you could eat and animalsthat you couldn't eat. Do you
know how many pair of clean animals God told Noah to put into the ark? Not very
many? How many? Six hundred. How many pairsof clean animals. Seven pairsof
clean animals. How many pairsof uncleananimals? Two. And they wereall caledinto
theark. 1 would imaginethat's aterrible menagerie of animas. How would you liketo
livewith al the animalsof the world for ayear in the same place?




It's an amazing story isn't it? And whenit begantorain, it rained for forty daysand forty
nights. Not only did it rain but asthe story istold, actually the fountainsof the deep
opened up too. And there was a tremendous amount of water inthe world. The boat
floated for amost a year beforethe waters receded enough so that Noah felt likethey
were on some kind of ground.

The Biblestory saysthat the boat landed on a mountain somewherein northern Turkey,
amost on the border of Russia. Some people say they've seenit but the evidenceisn't
real strong yet. But the boat carried Noah and hiswife and histhree sonsand their wives
and kept them alivethrough a very disruptivetime in world history.

We havethat story in the Hebrew text, but the story istold in a number of other texts not
in the same way and certainly not with the same particular facts. But we know that
sometimeback in that erathere must have been some kind of cataclysmic event and Noah
listened to God and was saved.

The lessonfor me, the power for meisthat | think that God speaksto all of us. Inour
hearts God often saysto us what we need to be doing, even if it goes against what our
friends and what our community often timessays. So | invite you and encourageyou to
listento the voice that speaksto you on theinside. My guessisthat it will bea great
teacher if you'll listen.

SERMON

| told you last Sunday that we would come back to thefirst chapter of the Book of Mark.
We skipped afew chapters last week to stay in touch with and in line with the readings
and the calendar of the church year. But we've come back to these first expressions,
thesefirst momentsin the Book of Mark. Our Scriptureisthe Mark passagethat talks
about Jesus becoming aware of hisrelationship with deity, with God and whereit took
him and what happened for him immediately after the fact.

| entitled my sermon'THE KINGDOM IS NEAR' but | told the church school classthis
morning that | really wanted to call it 'A CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER' to kind of
take of f of that movie program a number of yearsago that talked about the world and the
statethat it's in. There's lotsgoing on. There's lotshappening and certainly therewas
lots happening in Jesus day and for the writer of Mark.

| spent most of my early lifelivinginwhat | would call aspiritual fog. | had asense of
God in me, asenseof God's presencein theworld, but | didn't really understand what
that meant. | could sometimesfeel the voice of conscience. Sometimesit had to be
helped by my parentsand peers, but most of thetime, | could hear God speakingto mein
fairly significant and clear language. | didn't alwayslistensowell. | grew upina
traditionthat often times, while we talked about the voice of God.and the Spirit of God,
we oftenlived out our belief that we were just dirty, rotten sinnersand we weren't good
and we were bad and we werefilthy.

Thosetwo connotations, that is, God loves me on the one hand, and God's going to send
meto Hell onthe other, arereally hard to reconcilesometimes. Or maybe you don't have
that problem, but | did asachild, | did asayoung person. Sometimes| still struggle with
it. Somehow | wasnever quite ableto grasp God's Kingdom in thepresent. | livedina
kind of apocalypticideology that someday Jesuswas going to come and take meto
heaven. | could hardly wait for that day. | heard that kind of preaching all thetime. |
grew up withit. And | could hardly wait sometimes, thinking that surely today must be




the day, God, that you're goingto come. Asit wasin thedaysof Noah, isit any better
today? Wdll, he hasn't come yet.

It seemsto me that what Mark wastrying to teach us in the context of hiswriting was
that Jesusdiscovered on that day of his baptism that he wasindeed God's son. Now he
awayswas. Infact, weal are God's creation. But sometimeswe don't readizeit.
Sometimeswe just Smply don't seeit. But inthe moment of Jesus' baptism, something
happened to him. Heheard thisvoice. Now thereisno proof in Mark. Mark doesn't
give us any sense of clarity at al of anybody around himthat heardit. Itishighly likely
that nobody heard this voice except for the person Jesus, And Jesusreacted to it and he
believed in the good news.

What good news? How do wefind it? How do wediscover it? What doesit mean, good
news? | think it meansthat Jesus discovered that he wasa child of God and aswe
discover inour livesthat wetoo are God's children, it empowersus and helpsusto
become, and that God's kingdom is very present and it's very near and it's very red for
al of us. Wejust liveinafog. Wejust livewith thissort of blinder on that we smply
don't recognizeor see. Glenn and | often converseabout parallel universes....likethere's
something going on right beside me, | just haven't gottenin touch withit yet. | think
that's a great metaphor for what God isdoing in our world.

Why isit so hard for me and maybe you to accept that we are God's people? That weare
loved by God, we are affirmed by God, infact, weare God's very being. My guessis
that we have shunned and blinded oursalvesto the power of theinner world. We have
become distrustful of those thingsthat we don't understand or see or we can't define. |
think it's oneof the reasons why we've taken the wonderful myth of Biblical story and
tried to concretizeit. That's why we have peopleflyingin airplanesover Ararat looking
for the ark, becausesurely, if wecould find that ark, we could provethat God did what
God said God did. Or theark of the covenant if any of you are sciencefictionfolksand
you liketo go chasing around in thetunnelsof thelost ark.

If only we could find that. Then, our faith could somehow be affirmed and we could
establish that God wasn't joking, that GOD REALLY IS. But in that moment on that day
when Jesus heard the voice of God, hiseyeswere opened and he saw a new world.

The great need for our ageisfor an opening consciousness...an awarenessof God, a
recognitionthat we are indeed God's people. By understandingthat within usisan inner
authority that we are called to because we are God's people.

The sadnessfor meisthat | think our soulsare orphanstoday. Wedon't know whereto
hang our hats. Wedon't know whereto put our sense of beingor consciousness. Over
and over and over again in Biblical story, the voice came, the person followed and their
livesweretransformed. | told the children the story thismorning. An unbelievable
request. Build anark. Preposterous! Absolutely crazy, ludicrous!

But onefollowed his heart. One could say the samething of the ancient prophet M oses.
When he was herding sheep on the back side of a mountain and he saw a bush that was
burning and was not consumed and he heard a voicethat said, ""Moses, take off your
shoes. You are standing on Holy Ground.™ "*No, thisisadesert, Lord, there's nothing
holy about thisat dl**. ""Maoses! 1'd like you to go back to Egypt, you know that place
where you murdered the guy. | want you to go back thereand lead my peopleout.”

Over and over and over and over again, the voice was heard. Often timescomingto
COoNsciousness, coming to awarenessleads us into thingsthat might be considered by



someto be quite dangerous. And maybethat's the downside of becoming conscious, that
we haveto evauate our own morality. We haveto discover our own sense of right and
wrong. It's alwayseasier to live your morality than mine becausethen | can blameyou
for my wrong doing.

Coming into consciousness, owning God's voice in me, meansthat | haveto become
aware and willing to follow the voice that speakswithin. | think it takestremendous
spiritual courageto recognize the inner lifeand open mysaf up to the power of God.

But not only the power of God.

When Jesus | eft Jordan, he went into thewilderness. Infact, he wasdriveninto the
wilderness. Jerry told usthis morning that it waskind of likeachair and awhip. That's
the languageof the New Testament. It wasn't necessarily awilling kind of thing. He
was pressured, he was pushed into the wildernessand there he was confronted, | think,
with his human-ness, with the desiresof flesh....comfort, ease, wealth, acceptance,
pleasure...all thethingsthat we know that sometimesget in the way of us making the
most ethical, the most moral of choices.

The enemy within me often contradicts. Paul said it well. " Thethingsthat | know |
should be doing | don't, and thosethingsthat | know | really shouldn't do, | do. It's
really hard for meto do thethingsthat | ought.

It appearsto methat what Mark was suggesting is that Jesustoo wrestled in the moment
of hisawakening and he struggled with what it meant to listen to the voice within and
confront hisown demons, hisown strugglesto becomewhat God called him to be.

It seemsto me that the only way to resist evil in our livesisto become spiritually
consciousof what isinvolved....that weare so attuned that we listen carefully to our own
sense of ethic and morality, so instead of becoming part of the crisis, part of the situation,
we stand up for what we believe.

| don't very often get political. But it seemsto methat in the world that we livein, we
areat acrossroadsthat isdramatic. And if wedon't beginto listen to theearth and its
agony, itsaching, itscryingout, and we don't begin to take more responsibility for the
environment in which we live, that future agesmay not liveat all. 1t ssemsto methat if
wedon't learn'thelesson of living together, we may well push ourselvesto the point that
we exterminate the whole humanrace. We have 30,000 nuclear weaponsin the world
today, more than enough to annihilateevery living being and thing.

It's timefor usto listen to our conscienceand become conscious of the ways that we can
change. When Jesus speaksof faith, heis speaking of a capacity of we as peopleto
affirm lifein spite of all of the struggleswe have. That giving God's presencein our
world a place, isthe most humane and wonderful thing we can do. | believethat it
engages both our intellect and our soul....both our brainsand our hearts have to be
working together because God's kingdomisright herein this place, right now and it will
continueto be if we give voiceto it and we alow each other to becomeall that God calls
usto be,

Think of it. God's kingdom isinthe now. Not something out there, not something we're
waiting for, not somekind of post millennial processor apocalyptical process, but right
now, right hereinthisplace. You're livingin thekingdom of God. Amen.



